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We, the Franciscan Sisters of 
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especially those who are poor
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From the Editor
 In 2012, when I came on board as 
Communications Director for the Franciscan Sisters of 
Allegany, I had the pleasure of sitting down for lunch 
one afternoon during Chapter with Sr. Barbara Joseph, 
the editor of Allegany Connections. 
 I was still quite new in my position, and Sr. 
Barbara no doubt had reservations about working with 
this young woman she hardly knew on a publication 
she had overseen for more than a decade. However, she 
welcomed me into the fold in typical Allegany fashion. 
 Now, Sr. Barbara has felt the call to move into 
other areas of ministry, trusting Connections to me in 
full. (Please see story ahove)
 During the recent associate anniversary 
celebration, associates and sisters sang “Standing on 

the Shoulders”, honoring those who came before them 
and made the associate program possible. In thinking 
about this phrase, I would like to thank Barbara for all 
of her hard work with this publication over the years. 
Sr. Barbara brought Connections into the digital age 
and kept it plugging along almost entirely on her own 
for well over a decade. 
 I have enjoyed working with Barbara over the 
last two years, and will miss our quarterly meetings. 
However, I am confident that she will continue to 
contribute to Connections in a meaningful way as she 
continues to follow the callings of the Spirit. 
 Thank you, Sr. Barbara, for all you have done! 

- Denise Bunk-Hatch, Communications Director

Follow us on Social Media!

Facebook: Franciscan Sisters of 
Allegany and Associates

Twitter: @FSAllegany

Longtime editor feels called to other 
ministries

Barbara Joseph leaves Allegany Connections

By Denise Bunk-Hatch
Communications Director

 Sr. Barbara Joseph has been at the helm of Al-
legany Connections since the year 2000, when she was 
asked by Sr. Margaret Mary Kimmins to take over the 
publication started by Sr. Dolores O’Brien. 
 “I had absolutely no idea how to do anything 
like that,” Sr. Barbara recalled. “But I was willing to 
give it a try.” 
 At the time, Allegany Connections was a printed 
newsletter, and involved a great deal of prep work to 
get it assembled, printed, and mailed each time it was 
distributed. It was Barbara who brought the publica-
tion into the digital age. 
 “It was a lot of fun learning those things and 
playing with it,” she said of computer design and 
layout. 
 Being able to stay in touch with the community 
through her work on Connections was special to 
Barbara. “I have loved doing it and it was really a 
great joy to provide that for the sisters,” she said. Now, 
however, she feels called to a new style of ministry. 
 “I needed to do some hands-on ministry away 
from home,” Barbara explained of her decision to leave 
Allegany Connections. Recently, Barbara has been vol-
unteering two days per week in an employment lab at 

Metropolitan Ministries in Tampa. 
 This lab helps people become familiar with 
the computer and provides assistance with resume 
development, job searches, and basic computer use 
such as e-mail. Additionally,  Barbara continues to pet 
sit and is looking for a more extensive ministry in the 
lab. 
 Asked if she would be willing to continue to 
contribute to and edit Allegany Connections, Barbara 
said “I’m open to that. “
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•  The House of Prayer for All People 
will be featured on a Web site beginning 
later this week! The Web site is “WNY 
Religion” and it offers free Web space to 
Catholic ministries in Western New York. 
The link is http://www.wnyreligion.net/
HoP/. The site, created by webmaster Rev. 
Robert McArtney of the Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Buffalo, received approx. 
90,000 hits in the first seven months of 
2014. Check it out!
•   A blog on the House of Prayer written 
by Franciscan Sister Jan Cebula is posted 
this week with the Global Sisters Report, 
as published in the NCR. (The NCR is the 
National Catholic Reporter, a bi-week-
ly newspaper.) Here is the link to the 
blog:  http://www.globalsistersreport.org/
node/9881. Check that out, too!
•  The House of Prayer has a new Core 
Group member:  Susan Kerin, a peace 
activist from Washington, DC. Susan is a 
member of the HoP Advisory Board. We 
thank Susan for her deepening commit-
ment to the HoP. The Core Group is seven 
at this date:  Susan Kerin, Marian Klos-
termann, David Leeper Moss, Paul Rehm, 
Annerose Schulz, Mary Wendeln and 
Kathie Uhler. Contact Kathie for more 
information

House of Prayer Update

Jericho,                                                                     
in the West 
Bank

 As you may know, “The House of Prayer for All 
People” will be located in Jericho, the most ancient city in 
the Northern Hemisphere, if not in the whole world. We 
are privileged to have been given a multi-storey home in 
Jericho, rent free, by a good friend of mine, who wishes to 
remain anonymous. (Please refer to the maps of Jericho to 
the right)
 Individuals and groups are invited to come to 
worship and pray at The House of Prayer. The theme is 
peace and reconciliation in the world, and especially in 
the Middle East. The House of Prayer is not a church or a 
mosque or a synagogue:  It is a place made holy by the 
people who come there. A Core Group of two 

By Kathie Uhler, OSF

or three members will live there to welcome 
the visitors. 
 I will fly to Amman Jordan and arrive in Jericho 
on September 9. My return flight is on December 2, 
2014. In spite of the horrific news reports coming from 
Gaza and Israel, I am at peace with keeping to these 
travel plans. My experience when I was on team in 
Hebron for six years with Christian Peacemaker Teams 
taught me to trust in the goodness of people everywhere. 
I might add that friends and colleagues, some of whom 
have been living for many years in the West Bank, have 

Continued on Page 12

Canticle Farm, Allegany, NY
 Sponsored Food Shares - $5,000

Franciscan Action Network, Washington, DC
Franciscan Earth Corps - $5,000

Franciscan Mountain Retreat, St. Bonaventure, NY  
Mountain Companions - $5,000

Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, La Paz, Bolivia
El Pedregil Community - $5,000

Literacy New York Buffalo-Niagara, Buffalo, NY
Adult Tutoring Program - $5,000

Mercy Community Health, West Hartford, CT
Palliative Care Family Room - $5,000

Northeast Health Foundation Naturally Occurring Retirement Community , Troy, NY
Health Promotion Groups - $5,000

Our Lady of Lourdes Health Foundation, Camden, NJ 
Marketplace for Healthy Living - $3,700

Project HOPE Diabetes Group, Pennsauken, NJ
 $5,000 

St. Francis Medical Center, Trenton, NJ
Reader Program - $5,000

St. Mark Roman Catholic Parish, Dorchester, MA 
St. Mark Wainwright Summer Youth Program - $5,000

St. Rose of Lima Church, Miami Shores, FL
Santa Maria Mission Outreach - $5,000

Spring 2014 ACOR Grant Awards
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Celebrating the associate program’s 25th anniversary

Continued next pageContinued next page

 Day 1 – Wed. 7/30:  Arrival of 16 Brazilian asso-
ciates and sisters.  Srs. Ana Bernadate and Ana Cristina 
accompanied associates from Quirinopolis, Anapolis, 
Pires do Rio, and Cristalandia.  They were met by Mary 
Laubenthal, who did a fantastic job organizing transporta-
tion. 
  Wednesday evening the Brazilians received a 
very warm welcome to the Motherhouse, which had been 
organized by Sr. Sandy Teevens.  The hallway leading 
to the dining room was lined with Motherhouse sisters 
(Eleanor Berret, Anne Caldwell, Frances Cardillo, Angela 
Cools-Lartigue, Roseanne Duffy, Carol Kenyon, Theresa 
Maher, Beth McGinnis, Kate Murphy, Ellen Schafer and 
Anne Watcher) holding signs of welcome in English and 
Portuguese.  Kisses, hugs and greetings were exchanged all 
around. 
 Day 2 – Thurs. 7/31:  Everyone gathered at 6 p.m. 
for a pizza dinner at the Motherhouse.  The kitchen staff 
provided salad and drinks as well as drinks throughout 
the event.  Sisters were invited to join the associates.  

 At 7 p.m. the Anniversary officially opened in 
the newly renovated Assembly Room, with a beautiful 
prayer prepared by the Miami Associates that used 
symbols of incense (prayer rising), an emblem of the 25th 
anniversary, rose (life given and nurtured by Franciscan 
Family), candle (ministry and mission) and bible (spread 
the Good News).  Sr. Margaret Mary Kimmins offered a 
warm and heartfelt Welcome and explanation of Jubilee, 
followed by Sr. Jeanne Williams’ introductions and Kathy 
Doyle’s review of the weekend agenda. Everyone watched 
a short DVD of the history of the Allegany Associate 
Program that was compiled from interviews of early 
founders of the program by Ellen Winger, Congregational 
Archivist. The evening closed with an inspiring Evening 
Prayer from the Boston Associates that led us to a quiet 
night.
 Day 3 – Fri. 8/1:  After Mass everyone gathered 
in the Assembly Room for a beautiful Morning Prayer 
offered by the associates from Brazil that incorporated 
the symbols of Bible, candle and salt (we are the light of 

the world and salt of the earth), carried in procession by 
associates dressed in tunics.  It was especially meaningful 
to hear the Our Father recited simultaneously in English, 
Portuguese and Spanish.  The rest of the morning was 
taken with the Presentation of Banners. Each associate 
group was given a banner to decorate as appropriate 
for their unique group, which they brought to Allegany 
with them.  One by one the groups came forward to 
speak about their members and ministries, introduced 
themselves, and then the banners were hung on the 
pillars in the Assembly room for the remainder of our 
time together.  Because it was Jamaican Emancipation 
Day, when the Jamaicans presented their banner, they all 
joined in singing their national song and everyone rose 
in recognition of this special day.   Sr. Margaret Mary 
Kimmins remarked at the end of the presentations that 
the mission of the Allegany Franciscan Sisters is alive 
and spreading through the ministries and work of the 
associates.  
 After lunch we heard from representatives of 

various Allegany ministries.  Sr. Chris Doherty and Ute 
Atwater spoke about the St. Elizabeth Mission Society.  
Each person received a packet of cards and each group 
got a DVD of their presentation to show to the others 
in their groups. Sr. Margaret Magee delivered her video 
talk on the mission in Bolivia; Denise Bunk-Hatch 
explained the work of the Communications Office and 
invited associates to send articles for the E-newsletter and 
Connections. The newly revised Associate Brochure in 
English and Portuguese was also distributed.  After a tour 
of the Motherhouse, Erin Baird from Allegany Franciscan 
Ministries provided information about the work of the 
organization, and was pleased to offer the associates the 
opportunity to apply for ACOR Grants for community 
projects that are in keeping with the mission, vision, and 
direction of the FSA.  Mary Laubenthal explained how 
she had applied for, and was awarded, a grant for the 
local literacy program and Sheila Vincent spoke about 
the impact that a PBS program on human trafficking 
underwritten by the FSA had in her community.

By: Kathy Doyle, Associate Program Co-Director
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 Day 4 – Sat. 8/2:  For the 
Feast of the Portiuncula, the 
Anniversary Planning Committee 
arranged for Mass presided by Fr. 
Jim Vacco, OFM, with readings 
in English and Portuguese and 
Jamaican music.  Fr. Vacco was 
especially taken with the Jamaican 
Alleluia (Sr. Maureen Clare played 
the organ) and encouraged a 
reprise at the end of the liturgy.  
Sr. Margaret Mary Kimmins’ 
beautiful homily, spoke about 
the Portiuncula being the place 
of transformation for Francis, 
“kindom” – that the church is 
built on relationships, and Francis’ 
admonition to follow the Gospel in 
our time and place.
 The New Jersey associates’ 
inspiring Opening Prayer for the 
all day retreat celebrated the Gift 
of Creation – Fire, Air, Water, 
Earth.  Sr. Pat Klemm gave a clear 
interpretation of Incarnational 
Theology/Spirituality and Jane 
Kopas showed how Francis is 
a model for Social Justice and 
Compassion in our time using 
events from his life.  After lunch 
the associates were paired with 
someone they did not know and 
were asked to reflect and share 
on prepared questions about the 
influence of Francis and Clare in 
becoming an associate/sister, in our 
group and how we have grown as 
a result of being an associate/sister.  
Everyone had only positive things 
to say about this interaction and 
many new friendships were born.  
The retreat closed with a reflection 
on the San Damiano Cross and 
the question: To what do you feel 
you are being called as an FSA 
associate/sister?
 The afternoon concluded 
with a moving and powerful Litany 
of Naming prepared by Jamaica 
(also attending Srs. Angella Harris, 

Trinita Solnek) that honored the 
living and deceased Founding 
Mothers of the early Franciscans, 
the Allegany Franciscan sisters 
and the Associate Program.   The 
very apropos prayer response was 
“Pray with us as we plan for the 
future.” It closed with the song, 
“Standing on the Shoulders” that 
lyrically affirmed that ‘the ones who 
came before us, lift us higher than 
we could ever fly’ and asked us to 
imagine ‘if they hadn’t tried, we 
wouldn’t be here celebrating today.’  
 After dinner everyone was 

invited to gather in the meeting 
room for the Exchange of Gifts 
and an Evening of Entertainment.  
Many associate groups prepared 
special gifts, mementos to bring 
home as a reminder of our time 
together and the bonds and 
friendships that we made.  Mary 
Laubenthal and Sr. Jeanne Williams 
choreographed a lovely liturgical 
dance that had a member from 
each group process into the room 
with a basket containing the gifts 
while everyone sang the mantra, 
“Being in communion, we are one; 
being in communion, being one,” 

in English, Spanish and Portuguese.  
Mary Laubenthal read the letter 
from Bolivian Srs. Elvira and Maria 
congratulating the Associates 
on their 25th Anniversary and 
assuring them of their prayers.  
Their letter was in response to one 
written by the Planning Committee 
advising them of this special event 
and our wish to include them in 
the celebration by asking those who 
could to sing and pray in Spanish 
as a way of being in solidarity 
with them.   We also shared their 
hope to establish an associate 
community in their region.  Mary 
also read the card from Sr. Mary 
Lawrence offering prayers for all 
the associates.  Nicinha Ivonir read 
a letter from her group in Pires do 
Rio and Claudio Oliveira presented 
a plaque from the Mayor of Pires do 
Rio to Sr. Margaret Mary Kimmins 
in appreciation of the presence of 
the Allegany Franciscans in their 
community. Everyone was invited 
to take one of each gift as they left.
 Sheila Vincent very capably 
took over as MC for the enter-
tainment.  The Jamaicans had Sr. 
Odette Haddad joining in their 
lively song and dance.  Calabash 
(not mentioned previously: Teddy 
Altreuter, Pat Bueter, Rita Canfield, 
Maria Knapik, Betty Parbst, Rita 
Joan Phillips and Ann Witzel) sang 
3 songs: “Getting to Know You”, 
“By the Sea, By the Sea” and Rita 
Joan Phillips’ composition of the 
“Hail Mary”.  They asked everyone 
who knew the songs to join in and 
it was very special to hear so many 
of the sisters who joined in the Hail 
Mary.   Ella Pulido from Miami had 
everyone on their feet with a song 
about faith and moving mountains.  
Elysee Mpasi Manshia, who will be 
an FSA affiliate in September, ex-
plained her colorful costume from 
her native Zaire.  She wore another 

beautiful one for Sunday Liturgy. 
 The entertainment closed with the Brazilians 
dressed in native costume doing a rendition of a 
“pilgrimage” through town to pray for rain; the 
songs they sang were requests to St. Joseph for his 
intercession.  They noted that Sr. Assumpta was 
the one who said they must pray to St. Joseph for 
help.  After the tableau their spirited dance signified 
“walking the pilgrimage” and their encounters with 
animals – snakes, tigers, bear etc.  along the way.  
Many others were inspired to join the dancing.  Just as 
the dance ended there was a loud clap of thunder that 
signaled a big thunderstorm!  
 Day 5 – Sun. 8/3:  Everyone arrived at the 
Motherhouse early so that we could take a group 
picture in the Chapel before Mass.  Sr. Jeanne 
Williams planned a very festive Liturgy. Flags of the 
four countries served by the Allegany Franciscans 
were carried in behind the San Damiano Cross as 
the congregation sang Amazing Grace in English, 
Portuguese and Spanish.  Readings were done in 
Portuguese and Spanish; the Jamaican Mass ‘Holy, 
Holy, Holy,’ was sung.  Music was provided by Ella 
Pulido and Sr. Jeanne Williams on guitar, Sr. Maureen 
Clare on organ and the Jamaicans serving as choir with 
other hand held instruments.  
 After Communion, the current and former and 
Associate Directors - Sr. Helen Lodge, Sr. Toni Pellegri-
no, Judy Radell, Sr. Joyce Ramage, Sr. Jeanne Williams 
and Kathy Doyle - all received a gift of a copy of the 
stained glass window at St. Francis church in Beach 
Haven.  Deceased directors, Srs. Clare Heath, Rose 
Watkins and Francis Leo, were acknowledged by white 
roses placed in front of their pictures on the side altar.  
 Following that, Sr. Jeanne Williams thanked all 
those who worked so hard and contributed so much 
to this event, and presented a plaque to Sr. Jean Hayes. 
The plaque will be installed by a tree that is planned to 
be planted on the Motherhouse campus, recognizing 
the Associate Program’s deep roots in Allegany.  The 
Mass concluded with the hymn “In the Footsteps of 
Francis and Clare” which was the motto for our anni-
versary.
 Tampa prepared a beautifully appropriate 
prayer to Open the Portiuncla of Your Heart in prepa-
ration for the discussion of the future of the Associate 
Program after Mass.  Using the question that had been 
posed earlier: “How would you like to see the Associ-
ate Program evolve into the future?” we divided into 
groups, solicited ideas and visions, and shared them 

with the entire group.  The written responses will be 
collated and brought to the Advisory Board and shared 
with the groups.  
A short prayer written by Calabash and ending with 
the Franciscan Blessing formally closed the 25th 
Associate Anniversary Jubilee.
 Light refreshments were served and some 
goodbyes were exchanged.  Those who remained and 
wished to do so were taken to Canticle Farm.  The rain 
dance really worked! – it was still raining but subsiding 
by the time we reached the farm.  Mark, the farmer, 
after explaining the workings of the farm, the ‘shares’ 
concept and that it is a Certified Organic Farm, took 
us on a tour of the covered houses.  Then we moved 
onto the newest farm, literally over the river and across 
the train tracks.  Many of us bought the local honey 
and maple syrup that is sold at the retail store at that 
location.  We also were told about the archeological 
excavation that is being done on the property to search 
for Seneca tribe artifacts.
 At 4 pm we all gathered at Sprague’s Maple 
Farm Restaurant for a wonderful dinner.  Many sisters 
from the Motherhouse and Ritro joined in the celebra-
tion.  That evening, the LAC’s (Local Coordinators) 
and Associate Advisory Board met for their annual 
joint session.  The momentum of the weekend is some-
thing we hope will stay with us for a long time.  We are 
excited that many similar thoughts were expressed and 
take this as evidence that the associate movement will 
go forward into the future with enthusiasm and vigor.
 Day 6 – Mon. 8/4:  Those who remained took 
advantage of the generosity of the Allegany associates, 
who rented a coach bus to take us on an all day trip to 
the American side of Niagara Falls.  This was a once-
in-a-lifetime event for so many and what a wonderful 
way to spend the last day – sunny and clear at the 
spectacular falls!
 It is hard to put words to the many sentiments 
that fill our hearts.  Because each group had a role to 
play, everyone had a sense of being more than just an 
attendee, creating a sense of gifting and being gifted 
by one another. We leave energized, to more deeply 
embrace the FSA and Associate mission in our own 
lives and much more connected with each other than 
ever before.            

To see more photos from the Associate Anniversary 
Celebration, visit our Facebook page, or contact 
us to obtain a copy of the Associate Anniversary 
Commemorative DVD, available soon.                                          Continued next page
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Ritiro
Tour the

 As renovations at the St. Elizabeth 
Motherhouse continue to wind down, the four 
sisters of the Ritiro have returned home. 
 Sisters Eleanor Berret, Carol Kenyon, 
Beth McGinnis, and Ann Wachter were 
displaced from their Motherhouse home 
three and a half years ago, when construction 
required their transition to the campus of St. 
Bonaventure University. 
 In late July, they finally returned to St. 
Elizabeth’s, where they are settling into the new 
Ritiro space located on first floor of the east 
wing. 
 The move home began on July 27, when 
the Motherhouse was packed full with visiting 
sisters and associates. On the front entrance to 
the Motherhouse, a banner proclaiming “Wel-
come home!” was displayed.  How fitting, then, 
that the sisters of the Ritiro were coming home 
at the same time. 

 “It’s wonderful being back with our sis-
ters,” Sr. Carol said. 
 While the space still requires some 
finishing touches such as hanging of decor, 
the sisters say they are settling in well and 
are happy to be able to settle in without the 
knowledge that another move awaits them. 
 The new Ritiro includes a chapel, 
kitchen, dining area, living room space, 
office, parlor, four guest rooms, work areas, 
and individual space for each of the four 
sisters. Many of the rooms overlook the east 
courtyard, where Sr. Eleanor is hoping to 
continue her gardening. 
 “It grows on me more and more every 
day,” Sr. Eleanor commented. The sisters agree 
the space feels peace-filled, and it is obvious 
that they are on Holy Ground. 
 “For me, I’m home,” concluded Sr. Ann. 
The other three sisters heartily agreed. 

1 - A stained glass window depicting the virtues of poverty and obedience is situated in the wall 
between the main hallway and the Ritiro chapel. It is beautifully illuminated by both natural and 
artificial light. 2 - The Ritiro’s main living room space, which overlooks the front entrance to the 
Motherhouse and the beautiful hills. 3 - The Ritiro’s chapel space, situated off of the main living 
area and accessible also from the exterior corridor. 4 - A guest room, one of four, this one over-
looking the east courtyard. 5 - The dining room, overlooking the east courtyard. 6 - The kitchen.

By: Denise Bunk-Hatch, communications director

1 2
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encouraged me to 
come on as planned.
 Initially, I will 
live at the House of 
Prayer alone. I will 
be in immediate 
touch, however, 
with a neighbor, 
a well-known and 
respected woman in 
the area, who has a 
good command of 
the English language. 
In September, then, 
I hope to share with 
her the mission of 
the House of Prayer. 
Through her help, I 
will meet with others 
to share with them, 
too, and gain their 
support for the House 

of Prayer. 
In October I will be 
joined by Paul Rehm, 
of Greenville, New 
York, who is a member 
of the Core Group.                                           
Paul and I will 
continue to spread the 
word about the House 
of Prayer in the city, 
in Jerusalem, in the 
greater West Bank and 
Israel. We will also be 
very busy readying the 
Prayer and Hospitality 
Rooms and the three 
small apartments in 
the building for the 
Core Group. Would 
anyone out there want 
to come and help out?

House of Prayer, continued...
How can you help?

Your visits and participation would be most wel-
come! Here are some ways you can help found the 
House of Prayer for All People:

• Make a Donation or become a Sponsor – Sponsors 
commit to a recurring financial donation; please 
make checks payable to “House of Prayer;” mail 
checks to Kathie Uhler, 190 Prince St., New York, 
NY 10012. A PayPal account is envisioned after our 
incorporation in New York State is completed.
• Establish a “Sister Group or Parish” that prays 
intentionally with the House of Prayer
• Consider Core Group membership; the host 
group of 3 members living at/near the HoP; 10 or 
more in Core Group with rotating membership as 
hosts throughout the year; minimum commitment 
is one month per year.
• Enlist as a Contact -- interested in receiving 
email updates; and open to providing services 
occasionally.
• Join the Finance / Fundraising Committee
• Other? – Let me hear from you with your sugges-
tions for the development of the House of Prayer.

 In St. Paul’s second letter 
to Timothy we hear, “be self-
possessed in all circumstances; 
put up with hardship; perform the 
work of an evangelist; fulfill your 
ministry” and “I have competed 
well; I have finished the race; I have 
kept the faith. From now on the 
crown of righteousness awaits me, 
which the Lord, the just judge, will 
award me...” 
 Eugene Peterson para-
phrases it thus, “Keep your eye on 
what you’re doing; accept the hard 
times along with the good; keep the 
Message alive; do a thorough job 
as God’s servant.” And again “This 
is the only race worth running. I’ve run hard right to 
the finish, believed all the way. All that’s left now is the 
shouting - God’s applause.” 
 Indeed, Sr. Immaculene has done a thorough 
job as God’s servant. For over 65 years, she has 
witnessed in a variety of ways to God’s love, mercy, and 
compassion. 
 Among the various ministries Sr. Immaculene 
engaged in while missioned in Jamaica, the one which 
she enjoyed and treasured was administering the 
business department at Marymount School. There, in 
addition to the academics, she instilled in her students 
a sense of dignity, self-worth, and self-confidence, 
preparing them professionally for entry in the world of 
work. Many still recall Sister’s care and deep concern 
for their welfare. 
 In St. Paul’s words, she performed the work 
of an evangelist. Interest in and love for others was 
evidenced in her outreach for vocations. There are 
Jamaican sisters today who owe their vocation to Sr. 
Immaculene’s invitation to try religious life. Sister was 
also very involved with the Secular Franciscans in 
Highgate, sharing her love of Franciscanism and the 
Gospel with them. 
 All will agree, I am sure, that one of Sr. Immac-
ulene’s hallmarks was her warm welcome and gracious 
Franciscan hospitality. You never stepped into the 
convent/house where Mac (was) that she did not en-

sure that all your needs were met. 
And who can forget the delicious 
Chinese meals she often provided! 
Coupled with her hospitality was 
her engaging generosity. You 
only had to voice a need and Mac 
would figure a way to meet it. 
 After migrating to the U.S., Mac 
worked for many years at Arch 
Street in Boston with the friars. I 
remember particularly her working 
with Fr. Stephen Doyle as he 
planned his many tours to Assisi. 
Rain or shine, you would see Mac 
at the bus stop on her way to 
Arch Street. 
 For her, faithfulness to her 

religious commitment was very important, especially 
during the difficult and dark times. Mac never lost 
faith, never wore the cloak of negativity but tried 
always to look on the positive side of things. She had a 
great love for family, her sisters and brother, as well as 
her nieces and nephews. 
 For years until his death, Sr. Immaculene 
maintained a close friendship with Fr. Hillary Sullivan 
and through Fr. Hillary came to know, love, and adopt 
as her second family. Fr. Hillary’s siblings, as well as 
his nieces and nephews, and their families. His neice 
Mary Lou and her husband Jack Crowley, with other 
members of their family, continued that love, care, and 
concern for Mac first shown by Fr. Hillary. 
 In the past two or so years, ill health plagued Sr. 
Mac, but despite the suffering, she always tried to re-
main upbeat, praising the care given her by the nurses 
and aides and other staff. Sister tried and did attend al-
most all of the activities provided at the Motherhouse, 
so much so that one had to make an appointment to 
see or speak to her on the phone. Being a people per-
son, not even ill health could stop her from socializing. 
 I am sure that in these last few weeks Mac 
would say with Sst. Paul: “I have finished the race. I 
have kept the faith.” Now she enjoys God’s applause! 
Now she enjoys the eternal reward promised her.
 Rest in peace, Sr. Immaculene.

In loving memory: Sr. Immaculene Fook-Kong
Taken from the eulogy given by Sr. Avril Chin Fatt

Our deceased Sister,

Immaculene Fook-Kong, OSF

And our deceased relatives, friends, benefactors, and those in association with our congregation, especially,
Mary Enderle, former member

Fr. Peter Bwayo
Richard Goggin, brother of Sr. James Peter Goggin

Lord Balaji Bueno da Silva
Patricia Mahoney, sister of Sr. Bernadette Schuler

Floriano Ribeiro dos Santos, uncle of  Sr.Valdeci Ribeiro da Silva
Marc Aparecida Pinheiro, uncle of Sr. Lilian Marcia Vieira

Bertha Francis Noack, former member
Soloman Araijo de Almeida, cousin of Sr. Liliane Costa

Maria Enriqueta Solis, mother of associate Alba Luz Mejia Solis
Jerry Frascino, brother of Sr. Betty Frascino

Mary Magdalene de Oliveira Freire, sister of Sr. Solange Helena de Oliveira

We Remember in Prayer: 
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