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Motherhouse Holds Annual Shower for Mary
The 11th annual Shower for Mary 

was held at the Motherhouse on Thurs-
day, December 5. The shower, which 
took place in the Motherhouse Chapel, 
followed the lighting of the nativity 
scene at the base of the hill.

These yearly events bring togeth-
er churches and individuals from 
throughout the Allegany/Olean area 
to collect supplies for local mothers in 
need. This year’s proceeds benefited the 
works of the Southern Tier Pregnancy 
Center. 

(Photos by Denise Bunk-Hatch)
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Mission Statement
We, the Franciscan Sisters 

of Allegany, 
seek to live the Gospel

of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
we witness to God’s love

in the Franciscan tradition
by living as sisters 

with all creation and 
by joyfully serving others,
especially those who are 
poor or marginalized.
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Allegany Connections 
is changing!  

For several years we have been publishing Allegany Connections every six 
weeks (or so). Beginning next month, however, Allegany Connections will 
become a quarterly publication. 

Since the introduction of our excellent bi-weekly e-newsletter by Commu-
nications Director Denise Bunk-Hatch, it is possible to get the more time-sen-
sitive items out to you much faster. 

That will leave the longer pieces, the more in-depth pieces, the eulogies, etc. 
to be used in  Connections, making it a bit more like a news magazine.

This issue will be the last of the “old” Allegany Connections. The Winter 
edition of the “new” Connections is due out in February. We hope you enjoy 
these changes and welcome your comments and suggestions.



Next Deadline
for submissions:

January 30, 2014
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’Tis the Season  by Sheila Vincent

So many of us look forward to the Christmas season with 
joyful hearts, but thousands of Florida students who identify 
themselves as homeless (more than 3,000 in Pinellas County 
alone!) feel no joy, only dread. Their schools provide breakfast 
and lunch for them when in classes are in session, but not 
when school is closed for the holidays. 

The number of homeless students has risen for five years in 
a row, reaching 3,035 during the 2012-13 school year, accord-
ing to Christine Cantrell, the school district’s homeless stu-
dent progress monitor. Statewide, almost 64,000 children met 
the federal definition of homeless for school—a broad term 
that includes any child who lacks a regular, fixed, adequate 
nighttime residence. For years, schools have used the same 
standards to get needy students extra services including, but 
not limited to, breakfasts and lunches. But, as stated above, 
no meals could be provided when school is not in session.

For the third year in a row, the Tampa Bay associates have 
collected non-perishable food and money to fill backpacks 
for kids who would otherwise go hungry over the year-end 
school break. Consciousness of this issue was raised a couple 
of years ago through a 20/20 TV show on homeless kids in 
Pinellas County,

This year, in addition to collecting food, the associates held 
a 50/50 raffle to help raise more money, primarily for this 
project, but also for other charitable programs. Due in large 
part to the generosity of sisters and associates attending the 
October assembly, the final amount collected for the raffle 
was $811.00! Sister Ruth Barthle did the honors of picking 
the winning ticket, which belonged to Lydia Landa of Sara-
sota, Fla.  Lydia promptly insisted that the money should all 
“stay in the pot.” Thank you for your generosity, Lydia!

The December meeting ended with good fellowship and 
prayers for a blessed New Year to all!

Sisters and Associates share Christmas cheer

Ruth Barthle picks the winner

Linda Dees gets help filling up her trunk 
from Michelle Busch, Judy Radell & Rita 
Wolfe

One trunk being filled up ...
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2014 Jubilarians
50th 

Sharon O’Neil, OSF
Barbara Bartkowiak, OSF
M. Stella Sabina da Silva Cunha, OSF
M. Rita Cecilia Coelho, OSF
M. Maria Antonia Mota Ribeiro, OSF
Maria Luisa Teixeira, OSF
Ann Wachter, OSF
Patricia Klemm, OSF

60th
Silmei Maria Marques de Azevedo, OSF
Frances Cardillo, OSF
Marigene Kennedy, OSF
Annette Seiter, OSF
Marie Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF
Clare Marie Figueroa, OSF
Frances Gavin, OSF
M. William Margaret Young, OSF
Jane Kane, OSF
Maria Antonieta Nogueira, OSF

65th 
Maureen Dorr, OSF
Teresa Marie Sweeney, OSF
M. Carlina Tronconi, OSF
David Mary Tyrell, OSF
M. Frances Sheehey, OSF
M. Gemma Clare Delgado, OSF
Roseanne Duffy, OSF
Elizabeth Corry, OSF

70th 
Mary Therese Maher, OSF

75th 
M. Ann Perpetua Keady, OSF
M. John Kevin McNulty, OSF

     

Congratulations 
and 

God bless you!
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The North and South Jersey 
clusters (13 strong) gathered for 
a pre-Christmas celebration on 
December 20, at the convent in Mt. 
Ephraim. It is great to have space 
large enough for a group to be 
together and even have overnight 
accommodations provided!

Decked out in festive colors, we 
spent the evening chatting, eating, 
laughing and enjoying the famous 
“Yankee Swap.” A highlight of the 
evening was celebrating the vigil of 
Helen Lodge’s birthday. 

Everyone present agreed that com-
ing together is always a memorable 
event, regardless of the reason. There 
seems to be an automatic connection 
and then the “Do you remember” 
conversations begin.

No date has been set, but we 
decided unanimously that we need 
to plan repeat gatherings…. maybe 
a cookout when winter is behind us.  
In the meantime, all are invited to 
drop in [at the Mt. Ephraim convent] 
anytime.

N.J. Clusters Gather for Pre-Christmas Celebration

Miami Associates Celebrate 25th Anniversary

For those who might have missed it in the 
bi-weekly newsletter from Denise, the fol-
lowing information is taken from a short 
article submitted by Lucy Cardet: 

Miami associates celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of the associate program 

at St. Rose of 
Lima Church on 
the feast of Christ 
the King. Joining 
the celebration 
were associates 
from Royal Palm 
Beach along with 
Joan Dawson.

A beautiful 
liturgy was 
further enhanced 
by Father Pedro’s 

homily, and we were grateful for his 
testimony and for honoring and mak-
ing a special place for our associates’ 
commitment in the celebration.
The following are additional thoughts from 

Miami associates Pat Fairfield and Ella 
Pulido:

Pat Fairfield

As I reflect on the 25th Associate 
Celebration at St. Rose of Lima Par-
ish Mass . one word comes to  mind—
WITNESS.

In a society which appears not to 
value any commitment, here was a 
group of men and women who were 
publicly making a new commitment 
or recommitting to their past choices. 
They were standing before the pa-
rishioners present for that particular 
liturgy and saying I (we) “promise to 
strive to live out the values of Jesus, 
Francis and Clare in our daily lives” 



6

and  “will seek to know and live the 
charism of the Franciscan Sisters of 
Allegany.”

This was not a popular stand for 
Francis or Clare and they still chose 
to live the Gospel life.  In segments of 
our society today this is not a pop-
ular stand and yet here was a group 
of men and women who were willing 
to make this stand to so strive to live 
the Gospel life.

After our commitment ceremony 
Ella Pulido gave a short talk on being 
an associate and how it has touched 
her. Her joy (Franciscan, of course) 
and ours was most evident to all 

present at the Mass.

Ella Pulido

There is a Francis and Clare inside 
each and every one of us.  It’s really 
just a matter of letting them come 
out and breathe fresh air. It’s true  
there is a part of you and part of 
me that is goodness that longs for a 
deeper relationship with God, that 
wants to live a simpler and [more] 
joyful life, that hungers for peace and 
justice, and that finds the face of 
Jesus in the faces of the ones who suf-
fer, are poor, or live in the margins .

It’s that part of us that desperately 
wants to be able to embrace the leper 
of our own shortcomings and at the 
same time wants to love the way Jesus 
loves us.  We are beautiful paradoxes 
loved by God. God is madly in love 
with us.

To be a Franciscan associate means 
that you have the great opportunity 
to learn and grow in Franciscan spir-
ituality, o f  which t h e  core values 
are the Gospel values.

Discover the Francis and Clare 
within you, set them free, come, and 
breathe fresh air.
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An Invitation...
...to share your thoughts

Have you read Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium yet? 

If so, we would love to hear what you thought of it. What was most inspiring to you?  Most meaningful? 
Most challenging?

If you have not read it yet, you might want to go to the Vatican website and download it (all 200 pages!), 
then read and discuss it with your local community or cluster. 

After you have done that, please report the high points of your discussion to either Margaret Magee 
(mmagee@fsallegany.org) or Denise Bunk-Hatch (denise.bunk-hatch@fsallegany.org). They are waiting to 
hear from you!

Calabash officially opened the 25th 
anniversary of the associate program 
with Mass on Tuesday, October 29, 
inviting parishioners and the local 
community to come and learn what 
it means to be an FSA associate and 
follow in the footsteps of Francis 
and Clare. Approximately 40 people 
attended. 

The group viewed a DVD explaining 
the symbolism of the San Damiano 
crucifix, thenTeddy Altreuter and  
Carol Carlson gave short talks about 
the lives of Francis and Clare. The 25th 
anniversary banner, blessed at the 
Tampa assembly, was presented to the 
group. Of course, in the Franciscan 
tradition of hospitality, refreshments 
and anniversary cake closed the event!   

Rose Ann 
Bradner (left), 
Calabash asso-
ciate since 2005, 
passed away on 
November 29th 
after another 
long bout with 

cancer.  She was active in our parish 
music ministry, providing music for 
our Spanish masses before the Hispan-

ic community formed their own choir.  
She also maintained her own prison 
ministry working at a women’s cor-
rectional facility in Virginia as well as 
locally, in Kairos retreats and writing 
to prisoners. To help fund her prison 
work she compiled a cookbook.  

On a crisp, cool and breezy first 
Sunday in November, associates Pat 
Bueter, Kathy Doyle, Cathy Mil-
stead, Ellen Nash, Betty Parbst, Janet 
Shirdon and Winnie Rubio joined 
with others from local churches and 
the surrounding community to take 
part in the annual CROP WALK to 
raise both awareness about hunger and 
money to help feed people at home 
and around the world.  

Calabash Opens 25th Year Celebration

L to R: Ellen Nash, Winnie Rubio, Betty Parbst, 
Pat Bueter, Janet Shirdon, Kathy Doyle Ceres Group entertainment at opening       

celebration

Calabash Associates
Banner 

presented to 
Pat Bueter 
and Carol 

Carlson for         
the Calabash

group
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As I loved you, lord, 
now I deliver myself!

“O God, you are my God! 
From the beginning of my 
life I have sought you! My 
whole being seeks you and 
my soul thirsts for you, like a 
dry and waterless land.”   
   PS 63  

With nostalgia filling our hearts, we remember the years 
of living with Sister Mary Assumpta, full years that have 
left deep footprints in the soil of the lives of all who knew 
her. 

At Mãe Admirável House, where she often pitched her 
tent, in all of our memories is the witness of fidelity to the 
commitment she made when she heard the Lord›s call and 
Sister Assumpta gave her yes to the Father›s plan for her 
life. Even today, we can hear her footsteps walking down 
the hall, the rosary wrapped around her hands and her lips 
softly uttering «Thy will be done, on earth as in heaven.» 
Her steady gaze made  you actually feel her unshakable 
faith in everything that she believed. 

The Lord called her to fertilize lands that were hers by 
adoption. There was Sister Assumpta: in education, fulfill-
ing ministries from classrooms to school administration. 
Goiandira: St. Maria Goretti Parochial School. Anápolis: 
Santana Parochial School, St. Anthony Parochial School, 
St. Francis of Assisi School. Pires do Rio: Sacred Heart of 
Jesus School. Ceres: Immaculate Conception School. Po-
rangatu: Our Lady of Fatima Parochial School. Araguace-
ma: started the mission and, as a pioneer, was Director of 
Our Lady of Divine Providence School. Those were years of 
dedication, quenching the thirst for knowledge and the de-
sire for God for young people, adults and children through 
the diverse ministries in which she served.

 But what placed her forever in the memory of all who 
knew her, was her zeal for spreading the faith and her 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus; in the community 
of Pires do Rio and São José and increasingly loved and 
propagated by the people of God in Quirinopolis. Wherev-
er Sister Assumpta was, there the seed of love, respect and 
unconditional adherence to Church teachings was planted 
in the hearts of the people, all of which she had accepted 
since her childhood. In Miracema, Goiânia, as well as in 
Brasilia, DF, Sister Assumpta will be remembered for her 
ministry of Spiritual Direction, benefiting couples and 
seeking out the sick to whom she brought comfort and 
hope. 

A Woman of the Church, she saw Jesus Christ in the 

person of the priest and respected him as the administra-
tor of spiritual goods that the Father had presented to all 
sons and daughters. More than a few priests came to her in 
search of spiritual counsel and friendship. 

A Consecrated woman, Sister Assumpta was profound-
ly aware of the need to awaken in the young the desire to 
serve God through her brothers/sisters. For this to happen, 
she maintained open communication and contact with 
young people and often was entrusted by the Congrega-
tion to dedicate herself to the religious formation of young 
people. 

In families, there is the witness of countless men and 
women who sought her out, certain that God would guide 
them through the actions and advice which Sister Assump-
ta had for every event and difficulty they faced. 

So was the life journey of Sister Assumpta, so beautiful, 
since the long ago date of March 23, 1928, when in the 
city of Araguari, Minas Gerais, a girl came into the world 
destined by God to become the strong woman who would 
consecrate herself to service to the Church and to the 
brothers, on December 19, 1950 at Sacred Heart Convent, 
Pires do Rio, where she was received by the Franciscan 
Sisters of Allegany. Her parents, Henrique Rodrigues da 
Cunha Filho and Maria Ambrosina de Azevedo, gave the 
Church and Congregation a great gift: their daughter Ter-
esinha Cunha. The Lord has rewarded them for this gift. 

The consecrated religious journey of Sister Maria 
Assumpta Cunha, OSF began with her reception at St. 
Elizabeth Motherhouse, Allegany, New York, on August 
15, 1951, the feast of Our Lady of the Assumption, a devo-
tion deeply cultivated throughout her life. On August 16, 
1952, Sister Assumpta professed her first vows, which she 
considered permanent, but which would be sealed with her 
Final Vows, her Silver Jubilee, Golden Jubilee, and so many 
other times in her  life when she proclaimed: «Yes, Lord, 
here I am!» 

On the 14 of November, 2013, at 6:30 pm, Sister Assump-
ta completed the wonderful circle of her life. She went to 
her Father’s house, whom she so loved and desired here on 
Earth, and now faced him in the complete joy of Eternal 
Life.  

We are certain that Sister Assumpta, united with the Fa-
ther now, is interceding for the Church, for her Congrega-
tion, for all the religious for whom she always prayed, and 
for families, so that they may be guardians of Christian life 
and religious vocations.  

Thank you, Sister Assumpta! You will remain in our 
hearts and in our prayers

Maria Assumpta Cunha, OSF
From the eulogy given by  Terezinha de Jesus Oliveira, OSF 
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From the Book of Wisdom, we 
hear, “God put them to the test,” 
and Rosetta was put to the test. 
Her health was failing; she wanted 
to go back to Florida where she 
spent so many of her 60 years as a 
Franciscan; she wanted to get well. 
Over the past two years, she was in 
and out of Intensive Care, then on 

to rehabilitation, and then back to St. Elizabeth’s Convent. 
Each time this happened, she became more diminished.

The second line of the reading, following “God put them 
to the test,” is “they proved worthy to be with God.” Ro-
setta’s time of suffering proved her worthy to be with God 
and, when the doctor asked, “Do you want to be with God 
in heaven?” She nodded “Yes!” She was at peace! 

From Corinthians 4, we heard, “The outer nature is 
weakening, but the inner nature is renewed day by day.” 
Rosetta showed this in so many ways. For example, this 
past October she wrote a beautiful letter—entitled “Rejoice 
always and be glad”—to each of her bandmates, telling 
them how wonderful they were and how proud she was 
to be among them….and how grateful she was to be an 
Allegany Franciscan for 60 years. Her inner nature was 
renewed day by day.

In the reading from John’s Gospel on The Bread of Life, 
Rosetta, who had a wonderful theological background, 

knew and loved deeply the words, “I am the living Bread 
which has come down from heaven. Anyone who eats this 
Bread will live forever.” She knew this in her heart, her soul, 
her life. So believed in the Eucharist and proclaimed most 
convincingly its power to forgive sin—all sin.  We, too, can 
take solace from this.

A story: When Rosetta and her band celebrated their 
Golden Jubilee, she and Marie Celeste arranged a trip to 
Florida for them. They descended on the Sunshine State 
and Rosetta invited them to St. Clare’s Convent for dinner. 
I was visiting at the time. I went into the kitchen where the 
sisters were preparing hors’ d’oeuvres and helping get things 
ready, and I asked Rosetta, “How can I help?” She told me 
to put the meat on at such and such a time, put the potatoes 
on at such and such a time, turn them over at such and such 
a time, put the broccoli on at such and such a time and be 
sure not to leave it on too long. When I asked how I could 
help, I was thinking something like setting the table or tak-
ing out the garbage!

[After giving me the cooking instructions], Rosetta went 
into the living room to join her band. When I went in to 
tell her we were ready, there she was—in a chair, feet up—
enjoying her bandmates. It felt like a modern day Martha/
Mary story.

Rosetta loved her family, loved her band, her sisters; she 
loved life and she loved her God. [And we know that]Roset-
ta is now at peace!

Rosetta Amendola, OSF 
From the eulogy given by Margaret Mary Kimmins, OSF

 In her 100th year, Regina was an inspiring example of 
“growing old gracefully” and living Franciscan values, I 
believe, to the fullest. 

She was an inimitable presence among us to the very last 
day of her earthly life, attending liturgy in the chapel and 
coming to the dining room for meals in her wheelchair, 
among other activities (thanks to the faithful chauffeuring 
of Mary Ellen Keady).  Her mind was clear and sharp, and 
conversation with her was always stimulating and uplifting.

The wake service and funeral liturgy for Miriam Regina 
was indeed a fitting tribute to her 99 years of earthly life 
as an Allegany Franciscan Sister.  Her beloved nephew, Fr. 
Peter Schneible, OFM, celebrated the Mass and delivered 
both a profound and meaningful homily and a most 

poignant, stirring and heartwarming Eulogy.  Over 20 
family members attended the service for their “Aunt Ruth”: 
other nephews, nieces, grand and great-grand nephews and 
nieces. 

As with the many Alleganies who have gone before us, 
Regina has left us a legacy of love: for her Creator, her 
family and her sisters in St. Francis, as well as a deep 
appreciation of all creatures and creation.

We now celebrate the season of Advent, filled with hope 
and anticipation of the coming of the Lord Jesus, our 
Savior.  Regina, your advent time of waiting is over and the 
culmination of your life on earth has been realized, we pray, 
in the true joy of eternal happiness and peace with your 
Creator.

   Remembering Regina Schneible, A Woman of Strength and Wisdom       
            by Anne Rothmeier, OSF
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We Remember in Prayer:
our deceased sisters

M. Rosetta Amendola, OSF
Maria Assumpta Cunha, OSF
and our deceased relatives, friends, benefactors 

and those in association with our congregation, especially:

Rose Ann Bradner, associate 
Paul Christopher, brother of Nancy

Laughlin Gerald MacDonnell, brother of Ellen 
Robert Sweitzer, husband of Gail (associate)

Patrick Keena, caretaker of the Point Lookout 
            houses for many years

Nora M. Sheridan, sister of Anna 
Francis Friel, brother of Pat

Maria Gonçalves Veiga, sister of Diva
José Fernandez, husband of Mary (associate)

Stephen Lynch, OFM
Ann (Julia Ann Belleau), sister of Marita Flynn

Anthony Bunk Sr., grandfather of Denise Bunk-Hatch, 
(FSA communications director)

James Kane, brother of Jane
Jane Sharkey, sister-in-law of Gladys

Richard Stoltz, husband of former member Maureen 
Hunt

May they rest in Peace


